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Rev. Mitchell will expand the concept of Plenary IV and show the differences between generations, the postmodern understanding of reality, and the Christian’s life and world view.  Rather than develop a method, this plenary paints the big picture, presents a biblical framework from which the church in the Caribbean should understand and apply.  He will help participants to understand the service and impact of the “Body…” in God’s world.
Introduction:

To expand the concept of the body as “universal church” and to present a biblical framework from which the church in the Caribbean should understand and apply the above. 

We are charged to:

· Discuss

· Decide

· Demonstrate

Uncertainty in our world:

· Economic 

· Political

· Social

We fail to experience fulfillment because we are afraid of the risk.

As Leaders:
1. We must risk reaching for meaning.

a. Who are we?

b. What is the church?

· Roman Catholic or Protestant

· Liberal or conservative

· Building or people

The Portrait of the Church:

-
Ekklesia - A people not a building.

· “I will build on my ekklesia.”

· “A calling out.”  

· Acts 7:38
· The term pre-dated Jesus by at least 5 centuries.

· “I am establishing my representative body that will rule over the affairs of this world … my universal ekklesia.”

2. Risk Reaching For Mission As Dictated By Responsibility.

a. Are we experiencing the paralysis of the church?

b. Papal paralysis.

c. Paradigm paralysis.

Paradigm Paralysis:

· Every significant breakthrough in the field of science is due to a departure from traditional ways of thinking.

· Whenever any organization or individual refuses to adjust their thinking to the changing world around them, they run the risk of paralyzing progress. 

· The mission of the church is no less threatened when we refuse to respond to paradigm shifts.

Three main goals to reaching for mission:

1. To offer the truth of God’s love and grace to its culture.

2. To enhance the spiritual life of its members.

3. To provide a place for community that reflects the kingdom of God.

3. Reach For New Methods As Sustained By Our Resources.

a. How can we meet our obligations in a new day?

b. Can we envision new ways to carry the truth of God’s grace and love to a world that refuses to accept any single truth as absolute?

c. Can we revitalize and enhance the forms of spirituality in which most of us were raised?

d. What new kind of community should we become in the 21st century?

Paradigm Shift

· We who have entered the 21st century need to make a paradigm shift in the way we look at and understand the culture and the church. 

· There is a spiritual awakening sweeping across the world. 

· There is also a fascinating mix of:

· Disillusionment

· Post-secularism

· Generational depression

· Fear about the future

Experience God:
· People want to experience the supernatural.

· They want to feel God.

· They want to see God and they are looking everywhere.

· If you experience God, you will have the right teaching.

Goal (Protect or Reach Out)

· If our goal is to preserve, then we will defensively protect.  

· If our Goal is to reach out and go somewhere and to do something, we will willingly risk it.

Future:

· Those who have a future are those who are looking outside themselves. 

· They risk new approaches.

· They service new people.

· They exist for others not themselves.

21st Century Church (Universal Body)

· Churches of the 21st Century will not be those who emphasize self preservation and isolation without risk.

· The survivors and thrivers will be those who exist for others.

· The church is a means to an end rather than an end in itself.

· What matters is that the Church of Jesus Christ (universal body) is larger, and stronger than ever.

· For whom does the church exist?

· Denomination?

· Building?

· Members?
· The church exists for the community.
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