Evangelical Association of the Caribbean

Congress of Evangelicals in the Caribbean 

Centre of Excellence, Tunapuna, Trinidad
“The Body as Local Church…Making Kingdom Disciples”
Accountability, Responsibility, Life, Impact.
REV. DR. JOHN SMITH

© October, 2007
Making Kingdom Disciples reorients how “The Body…as Local Church thinks about and does discipleship. Rev. Smith, himself an educator and trainer of church leaders, answers the question: “If the individual is supposed to impact the Body, what is the Body supposed to impact? He leads us beyond programs to the kingdom worldview that transforms all of thought and life. His chief concern is that Christians know the Word, understand the World, and apply this knowledge. He will help us to understand the service and impact of the “Body…” in the community and nation. 
Introduction


Someone said “The church is both an ARMY and a TOWER – a Tower to teach and the results an ARMY to advance against sin. However when the church ceases to be an Army – the Tower becomes a Prison.”

The local church is really the only visible manifestation of the Body of Christ.  What people see is the Local Church.

Jesus started the Church with 12 disciples not an Organisation – He commissioned them to go into all the world and preach the Gospel.

Message is the Message of the Kingdom which…

a) John the Baptist first preached – Matthew:1-2

b) Jesus Himself sent the 12 to preach the Kingdom – Matthew 4:17; Matt 10:1; 7

c) He also sent the 70, two by two to preach the Kingdom. Luke 10:9 

I. Kingdom Style – Matthew 5 – 6

a) GO
PREACH
MAKE DISCIPLES


NB
Kingdom Lifestyle is more than the Beatitudes.

b) CHURCH has become a PRISON-Rules/Regulations/Programmes/Titles/Divisions


Tradition of the Elders etc. Big Church Syndrome.

II. Another Look At The Kingdom 
a) Luke 11:2 Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it Is in heaven.

NB
Kingdom of God – a place & Kingdom of Heaven a concept are used interchangeably.

b) Either way it represents the influence and the rule of heaven over earth. – Thy will be done on earth.

c) God always planned to dwell in the world of His people.

d) Heaven’s plan is to colonize the earth e.g. Great Britain & the British Empire.

e) Church must have citizens not members.

f) Citizens

i) Pay their taxes

ii) Work to establish the Kingdom

iii) Does not question or destroy the king without penalty

iv) Understand that the King owns everything

III. The Church as An ARMY
i) Objective to – Make Disciples – Kingdom Disciples

ii) Jesus never asked His followers – He commanded them – Follow Me etc. – no Volunteer force.

iii) Kingdom is supposed to impact every area of our lives as citizens.

iv) The body must impact our education, our economy, our politicians, our sports, our music, in short, our whole society.

v) NB. It was said of the disciples they have turned the world upside down. This is the impact the Body of Christ must make.

Conclusion 

Go ye into every man’s world and preach the gospel.
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