PAGE  
2

THE RESPONSE OF THE DISCIPLE 
Not I But Christ!
Every disciple is called to the ministry of reconciling the world to God (2 Cor. 5:19; Col. 1:20).

Four Persons Involved in Reconciliation Ministry

· God the Father – whose love seeks to reconcile us even when we are his enemies

· Jesus – God reconciles everyone who believes in Jesus, His Death and Resurrection on their behalf

· The Believer –who led and empowered by the Holy Spirit carries on the ministry of reconciliation by living and sharing the gospel.  All believers should know the gospel and be active in sharing their faith.  The hand presentation is always handy.
Sharing Your Faith – The Hand Presentation of the Gospel
· Thumb – Heaven – Eternal Life – is a FREE GIFT. (Ro. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9)
· Index Finger – Humans are sinners who can NOT save themselves. (Ro. 3:23. Mat. 5:48)
· Middle Finger – God is both Merciful and Just – both mercy and justice satisfied in Christ. (1Jn. 4:8; Ex. 34:7; 2Cor. 5:21)
· Ring Finger – Jesus (the bridegroom) is the infinite God-man who died and rose to pay for our sins and prepare a place in heaven for us. (Isa. 53:6)
· Little Finger – Faith (like a grain of mustard seed) – the KEY to receiving the FREE GIFT – is trusting in Jesus ALONE for eternal life. (Acts 16:31)
Three main questions that we must answer:
Who is God? Who am I? How should I live?  We focus now on the answer to the third question.  Because God created us in His image to be His godly offspring the disciple’s two main challenges are: 1) to become like Christ and 2) to help others to become like Christ.
A. Become A Christ-like Disciple – The Goal of The Disciple: Too many of us have lost our goal.  We need to refocus on our goal and pursue it.  Our goal is to become like Jesus. (Heb. 12:2; 1Jn. 3:2)

Transforming The Disciple’s Inner Life – The Key To Making A Difference – (Mat. 23:26) 

1. Internal transformation into Christ-likeness (inner life or being) precedes external transformation.
2. The relationship between internal and external transformation is played out in the disciple’s family life, church life and market place.  All transformation must be seen in the context of world reconciliation – to God.

3. Who we ARE on the inside determines what we see – our vision; and what we see – our vision determines what we do – our mission.  However, who we ARE ON THE INSIDE is determined by our thoughts!
4. Train your mind to have the attitude of Christ (Phil. 2:5-8; 2Cor. 10:5).  Paul trained himself like a Champion Olympic athlete as an example for us – how believers mature to become like Jesus (Phil. 3:12-16; 1Cor. 9:24-27; 1Ti. 4:7-8; 2Ti. 4:7-8)!  
Maturity – Christ-likeness – results from a process of training ourselves to distinguish right from wrong and then do what is right, (Heb. 5:12-14) – developing Moral Clarity and Behavioral Integrity or Moral Conduct (Josh. 1:8)!  Only then can we finish like Paul (2Ti. 4:7-8).

Paul told the Corinthian church – probably the most immature – how he matured in Christ-likeness.  Just as he told the Philippians! The Holy Spirit motivates and empowers us to control our bodies, emotions and thoughts – like Jesus.  But the choice to diligently yield is ours!  (Ro. 8:13; Phil. 2:12-13). Peter’s parting reminder (2Pet. 1:5-11) is the same – give all diligence, make every effort to make our calling and election sure – to join Christ in finishing the work He started in us, in growing in Christ-likeness! He admonishes us that Christ-like qualities must be INCREASING in us for us to be productive and fruitful! Having become partakers of the divine nature, the choice is ours to GROW in the divine nature.  Progressive Sanctification is our Choice!  All of us must train harder!

B. Help Others to Become Like Christ – The Goal of ALL of the Disciple’s Relationships (Col. 1:28-29): The world must see Jesus making a difference in our lives for them to believe that Jesus can make a difference in their lives also!  

Transforming The Disciple’s Outer Life:
· Family – Godly offspring – the Goal of the Disciple’s marriage and childrearing (Mal. 2:15; 1Pet. 3:1-4; Deut. 6:6-7) – all begins in the disciple’s spirit/heart.  A healthy marriage begins in the disciple’s spirit!  God tells the man to guard his spirit, be faithful in his spirit and the wife to cultivate a meek and quiet spirit.  The key to successful marriage is on the INSIDE – internal transformation into Christ-likeness!  Likewise the key to successful childrearing is in the disciple’s heart – cultivating the heart of Jesus! We must first train our own mind in Christ-likeness before we can train our children.  Then the gospel will be life-oriented not information oriented and our children will see God in all aspects of life – our life and their life!
· Church – Christian unity – the Key to World Transformation and Reconciliation; therefore the Disciple must work for church unity – oneness in mind and spirit or purpose in fulfilling the great commission! (Jn. 17:20-21; Acts 2:1; Phil. 1:27) – being a heavenly colony in a polluted earth!
· Market Place – the Disciple’s Mission Field: Sacrificial Service, Servant Leadership and Proclamation – as Jesus went about doing good, healing and preaching the gospel (Lk. 7:22; Acts 10:38, 43; 1Cor. 9:19, 22-23) – also begin in the Spirit of Christ in the disciple.
· How is your concern for the poor increasing?

· How are you positively responding to the HIV/AIDS pandemic?

· How are you relevant to your society?

· What kingdom impact are you making in your community?

· Is your sharing of the gospel holistic?

· Disciple making and social transformation begin with Christ-like relationships, based on trust – the trustworthiness and integrity of Jesus manifested in the disciple!  Christians – in Acts 8; Paul – in the Roman Empire; Joseph – in Egypt; Nehemiah; Esther; Daniel. (Joseph transformed his slave-master’s business, his prison and his national economy – not to mention saving the lives of the family of Israel).
· Their Characteristics: God was obviously with them; they were people of integrity, prayer and the word, who did the will of God; ALL Servant Leaders, Diligent Christians who let God Transform them first before using them to Transform their world. They were BECOMING like Jesus!  They were being transformed (from the INSIDE-OUT) from normal humans to the IDEAL Human – Jesus!  
· The Disciple must decrease and Christ must INCREASE.  Not I But CHRIST!
