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“Building Disciples…Developing Christians To Make a Difference”

Biblical Foundation:  “The Individual in the Context of a Spiritual Organism”  

(“The Responsibility of the Disciple”)  - Gerry O. Gallimore

Scripture:


Luke 14: 25 - 35

Surely, brothers and sisters, these must be some of the most solemn and searching words ever to fall from the lips of Jesus. There is nothing here of the, "gentle Jesus meek and mild." These are strong, demanding, even frightening words. They jolt us to the core of our being. They certainly jolt me to the core of my being and make me shrink from the severity of these terms and make me wonder if I am a disciple, and whether I could ever qualify to be this kind of disciple.

I ask you, as I ask myself, to receive this word this morning, as a word for our hearts, a word against which to measure our lives. We here this morning, must first apply these words to our hearts, before we ever think of laying them on those under our care. In the face of these words my prayer this morning is simply, "Help us, Jesus...help us to measure up!"

Look with me at the context. The opening verses of chapter 14 tell us that it was the Sabbath day and Jesus had been invited by one of the Rulers of the Pharisees to have a meal at his house. It had been a difficult meal necessitating some strong words to those present. As He moved away from the house a large crowd followed Him. Back then like now, folks were attracted to Him, to be identified with Him in some way, to join up with iuuuuuHis enterprise…to be known as His followers. Jesus turned and said to them; “So you want to follow me…you want to be identified with me…you want to be one of my disciples? This is what it will cost…these are my terms. And He blew them away with his terms and conditions of discipleship. Words totally out of sync with our in-vogue 'seeker-friendly' philosophy.  

In no uncertain terms Jesus told the crowd that day that to be a disciple of His is not some easy, warm, fuzzy feeling that one gets in a religious meeting, but a serious, calculated, no-nonsense, take-it-or-leave-it, personal commitment to Him…a commitment that involves some tough life choices.  

Jesus was saying to them that day as to us today that...

TO BE A DISCIPLE HAS CARDINAL IMPLICATIONS!

In no uncertain terms Jesus told a crowd that day, as He would tell us today, that to be a disciple is not some easy, warm, fuzzy feeling that one gets in a religious meeting, but a serious, calculated, radical, no-nonsense, take-it-or-leave-it, personal commitment to Him. A commitment, which He says here that demands some tough fundamental life choices. Three times in these 11 verses Jesus repeats the phrase, "cannot be My disciple." He is clearly not making it easy! And as uncomfortable as these words are, we have to deal with them for they are the terms and conditions of discipleship coming from the very lips of the Master Himself. “If any one comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple." Whew! Wow! What does this mean? What on earth is Jesus saying here? Is Jesus negative on family? Is He hostile to our closest natural relationships…forbidding love to our mothers and fathers and spouses and brothers and sisters?? No! This would be inconsistent with the Jesus of scripture. The Bible tells us in Luke 2:51 that Jesus was obedient and respectful to his parents. Mark 10:19 Jesus in answering the Rich Young Ruler extols honoring father and mother. In Mark 7 Jesus roundly condemns the Pharisees for teaching that a man may renege on his filial obligations by invoking their heretical teaching of ‘Corban’ (Mark 7:11-13). Who can forget that amidst the agonies of the cross he took time to commend his mother to the care of the beloved disciple? What the Master is saying here is "you cannot love any one above me." Our love to Him must be above the duty of parental obligations, above the intensity of conjugal affections, above the necessity of caring for our children or our sibling! These relationships may and often come in conflict with our loyalty to our Lord. When that happens, Jesus says, He must come first. First above the most cherished earthly relationships and obligations. But Jesus says here that His demands are even more radical than this. We must choose Him above life itself, if such a choice is necessary.  No Christian should go seeking martyrdom, but if that is the price we must pay, Jesus says we must love Him more than life itself! To be a disciple has cardinal implications. 

But Jesus also says here that beyond that.
TO BE A DISCIPLE HAS COSTLY IMPLICATIONS.
It involves the cross. It involves the cross, brothers and sisters. The cross. The cross. That's what it says here in the Scriptures! In the face of what Jesus says here, I confess that I find myself out of step with the new theology of wealth and opulence being preached by so many of my brothers. Help me somebody. I fear some of us preachers have lost balance...and have gone off the rich end. Hear the words of Jesus once again in v.27 Jesus says, “Whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me, cannot be My disciple." The cross...it is the symbol of our faith. Not cash, brothers and sisters…not a $ sign, but a cross speaking to the world about crucifixion, about suffering, about death, about redemption, Yes...about salvation...about victory!  Take up the cross and walk the Via Dolorosa. This, He says, is how He will know, heaven will know and the multitudes will know that we are His disciples! This is how He won the world...by His cross.  It is costly. The cross is heavy, the nails are painful, but take courage for when we take that cross and pay the price of that cross, He is proudly shouting your name to the clouds of witnesses...My disciple! That’s My disciple!

But more. Jesus says in v. 33, “Whoever does not forsake that entire he has, cannot be My disciple."  If the first is that we cannot love any one above Him, then surely this is saying we cannot love anything above Him. He must transcend every material value. He must transcend the hold that these coveted possessions have upon us…that prosperity has upon us. We must be willing to say goodbye to all of our possessions for His sake. This was the problem the rich young ruler had. This is the danger that the riches of this world present...the danger of weaning our hearts away from Jesus and the way of the cross! No...I don’t think Jesus wants us to all to take vows of poverty and to become paupers. Its not that He doesn't want us to have things. He doesn't want things to have us!  We can't serve God and mammon.  Priority, Perspective. Surrender.   

To emphasize the cost of discipleship Jesus told two parables, the parable of the tower builder and the parable of the king preparing for battle. In both parables the message was the same. It is wise and necessary to count the cost before beginning the project so as to ensure that you have what it takes to complete the project. He was in essence saying that His disciples must count the cost of discipleship lest we fall by the wayside.

I see here as well not only the cardinal implications of discipleship and the costly implications of discipleship, but also the 

CONSEQUENTIAL IMPLICATIONS OF DISCIPLESHIP

Disciples must make a difference. Their lives must have impact…must change the status quo!  That’s what Jesus is saying here by reminding them and reminding us that we are “the salt of the earth.” Let me shout it as loud as I can, men and women, brothers and sisters, WE ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH! We must make a difference. Salt makes a difference. It burns, it has a sharp presence, it preserves against decay, it gives attractive flavor to stuff, it exerts influence, it penetrates putrefaction, it creates thirst. Are you hearing Jesus this morning? We have locked up the salt too long in the saltcellar or saltshaker and hence the rot in society stinks to high heaven. Shake us up Lord Jesus! Shake us up Holy Spirit. For too long we have locked up the salt in the saltcellar.  

The Christianity of the New Testament…of the early church is a Christianity that made a difference! Read the Book of Acts, the disciples were salt to their society, men with courage and character who served notice on their society that they would obey God rather than men. Would go to prison rather than diluting the convicting, saving, life-changing message of the crucified, resurrected Lord. They made the leaders of their day sit up and marvel at the fantastic difference that ‘ignorant and unlearned men’ were making on society, because they were disciples of Jesus. Bishops, pastors, elders, leaders…the kind of believers we are supposed to be and are supposed to be producing in and from our churches ought to be men and women and young people who are to be salt in a decadent society, who are antiseptic agents to the moral, social, political, and ecclesiastical rot which is around us.

Salt, my brothers and sisters…we are to be the salt of the earth. We must make a difference, a healthy, flavorful, life enriching, society redeeming difference in this world. Jesus did not call us to be the sugar of the earth, but the salt of the earth!  Salt has a bite to it, a tang...a sting... It makes its wholesome presence felt. It makes a difference! None of this wishy-washy, go with the flow, same-sex blessing, anything goes, take no public stand, offend-no-one brand of cheap Christianity that is being marketed in some quarters. No, we are the salt of the earth not the sugar of the earth! We are disciples of a leader who took on the devil, who took on demons, who took on the corrupt political leaders of His day and called them names, who confronted the religious hierarchy of His day and dared to call them hypocrites, “white-washed tombs full of unmentionables.” We are disciples of a leader who one-handedly but most decisively chased unworthy functionaries from the house of God, calling them a ‘bunch of thieves.” We are disciples of a leader whose life made, and still makes a difference to little children, to women, to widows, to the sick, the weak and the hurting, to the maimed and the blind, to the despised of the earth, to the hungry, to lost benighted men and women held under the power of Satan and of darkness. Brothers and sisters we are called to be HIS DISCIPLES…to imitate and reproduce His life in this 21st century! To make a difference right here and now in our Caribbean countries and in the countries of the world…a qualitative, life changing, redemptive, wholesome difference to the cultures in which we live. We are to influence our cultures…penetrate our culture…not run away from the shameless challenges of secular society…not continue in silence anymore in the face of wrong doing around us…where we live, where we work and where we worship. As His disciples we must no longer keep silent in the face of genocide, slavery, pornography, abortion or political corruption, to name a few. 

Jesus would remind us this morning that to be a disciple has cardinal implication; has costly implications and has consequential implications. Has the salt lost is flavor? Have we in the words of the Master, lost our cutting edge? Are we becoming good for nothing? Are we being trampled underfoot by men? Church of Jesus Christ across the Caribbean, arise! He that hath ears to hear let him hear!!

Amen! 
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